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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 420} 


‘The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 420) for the relief of Gloria Wilson, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


‘The purpose of the bill is to enable Mrs. Gloria Wilson, a native- 
born eitizen of the United States, to regain her American citizenship 
which was Jost. beeause of voting in a political election in Australia. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born on June 30, 1924, in Monroe, 
Wis., and resided there until she joined the United States Women’s: 
Army Corps in 1943. In 1945 she married an Australian Air Force 
pilot and following her release from the Army she went to Australia 
with her husband. She voted in an election on November 25, 1946, 
in Australia, thereby losing her citizenship under the provisions of 
section 401 (e) of the Nationality Act of 1940. 

A letter dated December 4, 1950, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to S. 4070, which was a bill introduced in the Eighty-first 
Congress for the relief of the same individual, reads as follows: 
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DecEMBER 4, 1950. 
‘Hon. Par McCarran, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 4070) for the relief of Gloria Wilson. 
he bill would provide that Mrs. Gloria Wilson, a native-born former citizen 
of the United States, who lost her citizenship by voting in a political election 
in Australia in 1946, may be naturalized by taking, prior to 1 year from the date 
of its enactment before any court referred to in subsection (a) of 301 of the 
Nationality Act, of 1940, as amended, the oaths prescribed by section 335 of said 
act. It would further provide that she shall thereafter have the same citizenship 
status which she had prior to its loss. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Gloria Wilson was born on June 30, 1924 in Monroe, Wis., 
and that she had always resided in Wisconsin, until she joined the United States 
Women’s Army Corps in 1943. Mrs, Wilson’s mother,. Mrs. Edith Orton, of 
Juda, Wis., stated that her daughter was attached to the Medical Detachment at 
Fitzsimons Hospital, Denver, Colo., until her marriage in September 1945 to 
Mr. William Wilson, an Australian Air Force pilot. Shortly thereafter, they 
moved to Australia, where Mr. Wilson is employed by the Chrysler Motor 
Corp. They have a 2-year-old son. 

The files contain a certificate of the loss of the nationality of the United States 
executed by the American Consul at Adelaide, Australia, on November 15, 1949, 
which recites that Mrs. Wilson, a native-born United States citizen, became 
expatriated under the provisions of section 401 (e) of the Nationality Act of 1940 
by voting in a foreign election on November 25, 1946. 

Former United States citizens who have thus lost their citizenship have the 
same status under the immigration and naturalization laws as aliens generally. 
In order to qualify for naturalization they must first be admitted to this country 
for permanent residence. In the instant case, Mrs. Wilson has resided in Australia 
since her marriage to a citizen of that country. She voted in the national election 
there, probably in the belief that she would reside there permanently. Now, she 
and her husband have apparently changed their minds, and desire to come to this 
country for permanent residence. There are no facts presented in her case to 
warrant granting her a preference over other former United States citizens who 
have also divested themselves of their citizenship in like circumstances and who 
earnestly desire to return to this country. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend enactment of 
this bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Alexander Wiley, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in connection with the case: 


INFORMATION ON Bix, 8. 420, For THe Rewer or Giorra WILSON 


1. Circumstances surrounding the entry of the person to the United States. 

Gloria Wilson voted, and lost her citizenship, without having the knowledge 
before she voted, 
2. The present activities of such a person. 

Housewife and mother of two children—3\ years and 4 months of age. 


8. How such person is presently earning a living, or whether dependent on some other 
person for support. 
Mrs. Wilson is a homemaker and mother as I stated before and depends on her 
husband for her livelihood. Mr. Wilson recently finished his education in com- 
merce and is now employed in the Chrysler Corp. there. 


4. Whether or not such person is engaged in any activities, political or otherwise, 
injurious to the American public interest. 


To my knowledge, Gloria Wilson has never been engaged in any political 


activities of any kind and certainly not any which might be injurious to the 
American public interest. 
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5. Has such person been convicted of any offense under any Federal or State law, and 
if so what offense? 


. Gloria Wilson has never been convicted of any offense under Federal or State 
‘law. 

Other information that might be beneficial is the fact that she was a life-long 
resident of Wisconsin and a member of the Armed Forces—a Wac in the Medical 
Detachment stationed at Fitzsimons Hospital, Denver, Colo. 


Mrs. Rex T. Danms. 





Tuan. F. WasteLewski, ATroRNEY aT Law, 
Milwaukee 4, Wis., January 29, 1952. 
‘Re: Wiiliam Wilson and Mrs. Gloria June Wilson (nee Orton). 
Hon. ALEXANDER WILEy, U. 8. §., 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 23, 
together with a copy of the letter you received from the Chief of the Visa Division 
in the above matter. 

I wonder if it would be possible for you to introduce a bill to reinstate Mrs. 
Wilson’s citizenship without making it necessary for her to wait the 5-year period 
before she can be repatriated. 

Mrs. Wilson informs me that she would have been willing to pay the fine levied 
‘by the Australian Government for her failure to vote in the election if she had 
known that she would have lost her citizenship by casting a ballot during her 
sojourn in Australia. The loss of her citizenship is technical as she had never 
‘taken an oath of allegiance to the Dominion of Australia or to the British Crown 
‘at any time. She had at all times conducted and considered herself an American 
citizen. 

She is a member of the American Legion and has served in the Wacs. She 
now finds herself in dire straits, for with her two children both of whom are at a 
tender age, she is unable to carry on any gainful employment to support herself 
and her children. In the meantime, her husband is stranded in Canada. Being 
an alien, he is unable to obtain employment since Canada at the present is under- 
going a serious unemployment problem of her own. It is quite possible that this 
may make him a public charge, as well as his wife. In view of these circum- 
stances I wonder whether or not you would be willing to introduce a bill to 
restore her citizenship at once so that her husband may be able to join her and 
‘come here to undertake the support of his family. 

I have been in touch with the Allis Chalmers Manufacturing Co. and have 
‘been assured that they could use a man with his experience, since he is a cost 
‘accountant, I would greatly appreciate your taking up this matter with the 
‘legislative counsel to see whether or not a proper bill might be introduced to 
‘alleviate the hardship of this family. 

If a bill along these lines is prepared I would appreciate a copy of same so 
that I may contact one of my colleagues in the House to have a similar measure 
introduced there. 1 would greatly appreciate any suggestions that you have 
‘that may be of assistance to this unfortunate family. 

Thank you for your many past courtesies, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
Tap. F. WAsIxeLEwskKI. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 420) should be enacted. 


O 





